
 

GRIID students made the city proud in International Purple Fest at Goa 

Students with intellectual disabilities from Government Rehabilitation Institute for Intellectual 

Disabilities (GRIID), sector 31, Chandigarh won accolades for the city during the weeklong events of 

International Purple Fest held at Goa from 8th to 13th January, 2024. It was oganized by the State 

Commissioner’s Office for Persons with Disabilities in collaboration with the Directorate of Social 

Welfare, Government of Goa, and supported by the Department of Empowerment of Persons with 

Disabilities, Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India. 

GRIID students participated in two events: unified badminton and dance sports. In badminton, 

Chandigarh team Vandana with her unified partner from GRIID college Ramsharanjali won gold medal in 

girls’ category and Ajay with his unified partner from GRIID college Yakshap won silver medal in boys’ 

category. In dance sports, Yashika won gold medal in the lower ability girls’ group and Sahibjit Singh 

Khaira won second prize in the higher ability boys’ group. The students participated under the banner of 

Special Olympics Bharat, Chandigarh.  

The International Purple Fest is poised to be a celebration of diversity, inclusivity, and 

empowerment of persons with special needs on a global scale. The fest was inaugurated on 8th January 

at D.B. Grounds, Campal, Panaji, and Dr. Pramod Sawant, Chief Minister of Goa and Ramdas Athawale 

the Union Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment were the Chief Guest and the Guest of 

Honour respectively. Vishwajit Rane the Minister of Health; Shripad Naik the Union Minister of State for 

Tourism, Ports; Mr Subhash Phal Desai Minister of Social welfare, River, Navigation, Archives and 

Archaeology, Government of Goa and Waterways; and various celebrities from Indian cinema and film 

industry also graced the program.  

More than 8,000 delegates including national and international were present in the program.  

Dr Priti Arun, Joint Director GRIID, congratulated the participants and staff.  Ms Vandana Singh, 

Principal GRIID Special School, also appreciated the participants and staff.   

Ms Ashima Sharma, music teacher GRIID, and Ms Sheetal Negi, Sports Coach GRIID cum Area 

Director Special Olympics Bharat, coordinated for dance and badminton events respectively. Mr 

Abhishek supportive staff from GRIID college accompanied the participants.  

 

 



 

GRIID students under the banner of SOB Chandigarh are with Dr Pramod 

Pandurang Sawant (Chief Minister of Goa) and Mr Subhash Phal Desai (Minister 

of Social welfare, Government of Goa) at International Purple Fest Goa 2024. 

 

 

GRIID students under the banner of SOB Chandigarh are with Singer Ms Hema Sardesai 

who is the voice of ‘Aawara Bhanwre’ and ‘badal pe pao’ song at International Purple fest 

2024 at Goa. 



 

 

 

           Yashika and Sahibjeet receiving prizes for their performances with Ms Ashima and Ms Sheetal 
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